381 Percival Avenue 
1780 Saltbox 
Dr. James Percival / James Gates Percival 


e. Dr James Percival (1767-1807) son of James Percival & 
<1 Dorothy Gates. He married Elizabeth Hart (1769-1846) 
daughter of Matthew Hart & Elizabeth Hopkins. They 
had children: Harriet, James, Oswin, and Edwin. Their 
son James Gates Percival (1795-1856) 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide #041 
1789 Dr. James Percival current owner: Mrs. Paul Baker saltbox 
Wood building, saltbox, central brick chimney, a : ia a: \ 
two stories and a half, 6/6 sash windows, 9 : <é 
window front, paired; 3” at front and gables, 
2"4 floor level; 3” at gables at 3 floor levevl, cut 
stone foundation, the house faces northwest on 
road. It is now shingled. Large new dormer on 
rear. Rafters are hewn halved and pegged in 
attic. There is old flooring throughout the 
house. 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 


1789 Dr. James Percival current owner: Isaac Porter 453 Percival Avenue 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 142 


1780 Dr. James Percival current owner: Harrison & Lawrence Baker 
Sketch 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1765 current owner: Derek & Marisa Pulito 


Genealogy 


Dr James Percival (1767-1807) son of James Percival & 
Dorothy Gates. He married Elizabeth Hart (1769-1846) 
daughter of Matthew Hart & Elizabeth Hopkins. They had children: Harriet, James, Oswin, and Edwin. 
Their son James Gates Percival (1795-1856) was a poet, Linguist, and first Connecticut state geologist. 
Percival School and Percival Field are named in honor of James Gates Percival. Elizabeth Hart Percival 
married 2" to Norman Porter. Norman’s son Isaac Porter owned the house in the latter part of the 19th 
century. It stayed in the family until the 1980s. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


Dr Percival was a prominent physician in the parish of 
Kensington in the town of Berlin. He was the father 

of the poet and naturalist James Gates Percival (1795- 
1856). The doctor is described by Julius H. Ward 

in The Life and Letters of James Gates 

Percival (1866): He had a strong constitution and a 
vigorous mind. He easily grasped a subject, and was 
noted for keeping his own counsel and doing things 
entirely in his own way. He was social and persuasive 
in society, but divided his time mostly between his 
profession and his home. He was not liberally 
educated, but he had a taste for letters, and was as 
well read as most Connecticut doctors in his day. Except in winter, when he could use a sleigh, he 
made his calls on horseback, turning his saddle-bags into a medicine-chest. He was prompt in 
business and eminent in his profession. It was said of him by a friend: “Few physicians in a country 
town ever performed more business in a given time than Dr. Percival. This may be asserted of him 
both as it respects his whole professional life and also his daily visits. With a practice of nineteen 
years, he left an estate that was inventoried at fourteen thousand dollars.” The same book 
describes the doctor’s house: built in 1784, in which James Gates Percival was born in 1795, and 
the surrounding neighborhood: The house of his birth is still standing. It is a plain wooden building, 
bordering close upon the street, with a long sloping roof in the rear,—a style of dwelling which our 
ancestors brought from England. It has now quite other tenants, and its shattered windows and 
uneven roof and weather-beaten paint show the marks of age. It is situated in one of the most 
romantic and charming regions in Connecticut. Near at hand is the parish church, standing on an 
elevated site, in the shade of fine old trees of buttonwood and oak, its low steeple cropping out just 
above their tops; in front of the house and over the way is an orchard slope; around it are patches of 
mowing and pasture; and at its foot is a beautiful sheet of water, which turns several mills in its 
progress, and then dashes over the rocks, and winds away among green meadows. Farm-houses 
are scattered everywhere among the neighboring eminences and in the valley. The whole 
neighborhood is remarkable for the rich and varied beauty of its scenery 


Dr. James Percival House, 391 Peneivel Avenue, is a noteworthy dwelling 
Petit in 1769 in the oarlier aaltbox style. 
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16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS * 
One block shouth of Kensington Congregational Church in an area of mostly 
19th- and 20th-century houses. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Dr. James Percival House has a five-bay facade with a central entry. 
Windows are fitted with old 6-over-6 sash; facade windows are paired 
and offset towards the corners of the house. The plain-board window 
surrounds are old, if not original; second-floor windows are located 
immediately under the eaves. There are hewn overhangs at the second 


in porch with square posts and a molded rail on balusters. The rear of 
the house has a leanto and a large shed-roofed wall dormer. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


The Dr. James Percival House is architecturally significant as a well- 


floor and at the attic story. The right elevation has a partially framed- 


preserved example of an 18th-century central chimney house. An adaptation 


of traditional English building techniques to a harsh climate rich in 
stone,timber, and firewood, the central chimney house was the predominant 
domestic building type in 18th-century New England. The large central 
chimney, generally constructed of stone below the roofline, functioned 
as an enormous thermal mass. Once warmed, its tons of rock could store 
and release heat for hours. It remained popular in relatively isolated 
areas such as Berlin until about 1800. Typical 18th-century features 
present here include the five-bay symmetrical facade, the paired offset 
windows, the location of the second-floor windows under the eaves, and 
the long, sloping leanto roof. ] 


SIGNIFICANCE 


(continued) 


1855 Atlas 
The Oxford Companion to American Literature, p. 647. 
Warde Genealogy 


IRCES 


Dr. James Percival House 


19. (continued): 


ng ag the Percival House is significant as the 19th-century home 
: r. James Percival, a prominent Kensington physician and father of 
ames Gates Percival, well-known poet and naturalist. 


